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UNCLAS PRETORIA 4085 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, RH, SF 

SUBJECT: COMPLETION OF BEIT BRIDGE RAIL LINK 
CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

1. LOCAL PRESS REPORTS THAT RUTENGA-BEIT BRIDGE RAIL LINK 
COMPLETED ON SEPTEMBER 10, THUS GIVING RHODESIA FIRST DIRECT 
RAIL CONNECTION WITH SOUTH AFRICA. RUTENGA-BEIT BRIDGE LINE 
HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN SCHEDULED FOR COMPLETION IN 1976, BUT 
FOLLOWING APRIL COUP IN LISBON AND FEAR THAT MOZAMBIQUE PORTS 
MIGHT BE CLOSED TO RHODESIAN TRAFFIC, WORK ON LINE HAD BEEN 
ACCELERATED. IMPORTANCE OF NEW ROUTE LIES IN FACT THAT IT 
GIVES RHODESIA OUTLET TO THE SEA WHICH NOT CONTROLLED BY WHAT 
RHODESIANS MUST VIEW AS POTENTIALLY HOSTILE STATES. UNTIL 
COMPLETION OF THE ROUTE, RHODESIA HAD THREE OUTLETS TO INDIAN 
OCEAN - ONE THROUGH UMTALI TO BEIRA, ONE THROUGH RUTENGA TO 
LOURENCO MARQUES, AND THE OTHER THROUGH BOTSWANA TO SOUTH AFRICA. 

2. ALTHOUGH NOW OPEN TO LIMITED TRAFFIC, LINE NOT EXPECTED 
TO BECOME FULLY OPERATIONAL UNTIL EARLY 1975. MARSHELLING 
YARDS AT BEIT BRIDGE AND RUTENGA HAVE YET TO BE COMPLETED, 
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REMAINS TO BE DONE ON RUTENGA JUNCTION. ACCORDING TO PRESS 
ACCOUNT, SINGLE TRAIN DAILY EXPECTED TO BEGIN RUNNING IN 
OCTOBER WITH FULL UTILIZATION OF LINE STARTING AFTER FIRST 
OF YEAR. 

3. COMMENT. WHILE RUTENGA-BEIT BRIDGE LINK WILL UNDOUBTEDLY 
SERVE AS INVALUABLE LIFE LINE TO RHODESIA SHOULD MOZAMBIQUE 
PORTS BE CLOSED TO SALISBURY, THERE SOME QUESTION WHETHER 
SINGLE LINE WILL HAVE SUFFICEINT CAPACITY HANDLE VOLUME 
TRAFFIC NECESSARY MAINTAIN PRESENT LEVELS EXPORTS AND IMPORTS. 
SOUTH AFRICAN PORTS, WHICH ALREADY CONGESTED, LIKELY ALSO TO 
BE FURTHERCLOGGED BY NECESSITY OF HANDLING RHODESIAN CARGOS. 
UNLESS SOUTH AFRICANS INCLINED TO GIVE PRIORITY TO RHODESIAN 
TRAFFIC, THIS WILL TEND FURTHER LIMIT VOLUME OF TRAFFIC ON NEW LINE. 
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